
Living Things  

and their Habitats 

 General Knowledge 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Jane Goodall 

Was 26 when she travelled to Tanzania to study the little-

known world of chimpanzees. 

She has not only shown us the urgent need to protect 

chimpanzees from extinction she also redefined species 

conservation to include the needs of local people and the 

environment. 

  Key Vocabulary 

Reproduction 
 Process that produces offspring 
  

Sexual reproduction 
Production of new offspring by 
joining genetic information from two 
individuals 

Asexual reproduction 
 Offspring inherit the identical genes 
from the parent. 
  

Life cycle 
 Series of changes that happen to a 
living thing over the course of its 
lifetime 
  

Pollination 
 The transfer of pollen to a stigma to 
allow fertilisation 
  

Habitat  The natural place something lives. A 
habitat provides everything they 
need to survive e.g. water, food, 
shelter. 
  

Biome A naturally occurring community 
of living organisms sharing a 
single, major ecological region. 

 

REPRODUCTION IN PLANTS  

Pollen is carried by insects or blown by the wind from one flower to another.  

The pollen travels to the ovary where fertilisation occurs and seeds are made.  

Seeds are dispersed by animals or the wind and some seeds will grow into new plants.  

David Attenborough  

 "It seems to me that the natural world is 

the greatest source of excitement; the 

greatest source of visual beauty; the 

greatest source of intellectual interest. It is 

the greatest source of so much in life that 

makes life worth living.” 

Biomes 

There are five major biomes: aquatic, grassland, forest, desert and tundra. 

Aquatic  

This includes ponds, rivers, oceans, seas and lakes.  They can be either marine or 
freshwater. Most ocean water is too deep for plants to survive because photosynthesis is 
not possible. 

Tundra 

The coldest biome. The tundra does not have much biodiversity and vegetation is simple, 
including shrubs, grasses, mosses, and lichens. This is partly due to a frozen layer under the 
soil surface, called permafrost. Only shrubs and plants with shallow roots can survive .  

Grassland 

These are open regions dominated by grass and have a warm, dry climate. There are two 
types of grasslands: tropical grasslands (savannas) and temperate grasslands. Savannas are 
found closer to the equator and can have a few scattered trees. They cover almost half of 
the continent of Africa. Temperate grasslands are found further away from the equator. 
They do not have any trees or shrubs, and receive less precipitation than savannas. 

Forest 

These are dominated by trees and cover one-third of the Earth. The three main forest 
biomes and tropical, temperate and boreal forests. Forests contain much of the world’s 
terrestrial biodiversity, including insects, birds, and mammals.  

Desert 

These are dry areas where rainfall is less than 50cms per year. They cover 20% of the 
Earth’s surface. Due to extreme conditions (either very hot of cold) there is not as much 
diversity as other biomes. Any vegetation must have special adaptations for living in a dry 
environment. Desert wildlife includes mainly reptiles and small mammals. 



My notes... 

 

 

 

 

Significant People 

Who are the key people that 

changed our thinking about 

world ? 

Community 

What natural habitats do we have 

in our local area? 

Equality & Justice 

How are we preserving the 

world’s habitats? 

Environmental Responsibility 

What legacy will David Attenbor-

ough, Jane Goodall and Steve 

Backshall leave behind and how 

are we preserving it? 


